Social Security Agency staff to strike 


Over 2,000 social security workers in Northern Ireland are to strike onWednesday 
over plans to extend opening hours and increase their workloads.Workers at 35 social 
security offices around the province are to hold a half day stoppage.An overtime ban 
is also to be introduced from Thursday. Social Security Agency bosses are providing 
no additional resources to meet the extra workload, are not prepared to take on the 
extra work at the same time as losing the benefits of their 'flexi time or flexible 
working hours, scheme. 


Another Blow For Workers In The North 

Coming on the heels of devastation caused to local textile workers, theirfamilies and 
communities, by capitalisms shift in the industry to sweatshopsacross the globe, 
electronics workers, particularly those in high techindustries are fast becoming 
Northern Irelands latest victims ofmulti-nationals abilities to up sticks and dump them 
for cheaper labour some where else on the planet. 

The redundancy of another 80 people, previously profited out of by Solectron, in 
Carrickfergus, County Antrim, is the tip of the iceberg, andcomes as the second jobs 
blow for the area in days.The news follows the announcement last week of 135 job 
losses with theclosure of Getty Communications in Carrickfergus. Solectron first came 
to Northern Ireland in 2000. It had taken over assemblywork for telecommunications 
company Nortel, a Canadian owned multi-nationalhi-tech corporation which operates 
in over 100 countries. Blaming the downturn in the technology sector, Solectron 
closed anotherfactory in Carrickfergus last year, with the loss of more than 200 
jobs. Nortel themselves have now cut more than 1,000 jobs in the province. In2001, 
Nortel made more than 800 people redundant at its plant in Newtownabbey, County 
Antrim. 


Railway Workers to Join 'Low Pay Revolt? 


Northern Ireland Railway workers are to ballot for industrial actionfollowing the 
rejection of the companies latest, 'revised' pay offer. Underthreat of privatisation 
following Peter Robinson's announcement that Translink and the NITHCo are to be 
wound up to make way for a public transport company which can be legally 
privatised, having been on the receiving end of worsening conditions, company 
bullying and corner cutting and a low pay high over time culture for years workers are 
clearly saying enough is enough in their rejection of this latest offer. This is not 
enough, workers must take the only step now open to them - industrial action. Solid, 
decisive action to 'put manners on the management', is a necessity both in terms of 
advancing this pay claim and preparing the way for a strong anti-privatisation 
campaign across the public transport industry. 



INSTEAD OF THE STATE. 


Anarchists demand the abolition of all States. Questions about what we would 
replace the State with have sometimes been answered, apparently glibly, with 
responses such as; "Would you replace a tumour?" 

We do not believe that a State should be 'replaced' by any system of organisation 
based on the principles of authority, centralisation, unaccountability or the continued 
division of society into leaders and led, order givers and order takers. This is simply 
the swapping of one State for another. 

This does not mean we are opposed to organisation, nor that we wish topromote the 
sort of chaos, social disintegration and violence which themainstream media so often 
reports as 'Anarchy' or 'Anarchism'. 

Anarchism is not a synonym for disorganisation, nor is it utopian, it offersa far more 
constructive approach in theory and in practice to the problems which face humanity 
and our planet than its ignorant, or deliberately misleading, detractors care to 
acknowledge. 

Anarchists reject the very idea of the need for a State. We oppose the formation of 
new nation states just as we are opposed to all existing States. The State is a physical 
expression of political and social coercion, we do not regard it as something which 
can be 'conquered' to be used against Capitalism in the interests of humanity and the 
planet. Government has always rested on domination and exploitation by the ruling 
elite of the vast majority over whom they claim sovereignty. The State is an 
inherently repressive institution and as such is beyond reform. The basic function 
ofthe State, the courts and prisons, army and police, civil service and other State 
institutions, is to defend the interests of the bosses. 

Anarchists struggle towards and act to promote the abolition of government, the State, 
and the principle of authority that is central to contemporary social forms, and to 
replace it with a social organisation based on self help, voluntary cooperation and 
freedom. We are social revolutionaries who seek a stateless, classless, voluntary, 
cooperative federation of decentralised communes based upon social ownership, 
individual liberty and autonomous self management of social and economic life. 

As social revolutionaries we recognise that we are all ultimately onecommunity of 
human beings, and we can transcend the mere conditionedreflexes that undermine our 
commitment to mutual recognition and care for each other as well as the planet. 

Anarchists look to a world and a society in which real decision making involves 
everyone who lives in it, direct democracy as opposed to the shamof 'representational 
democracy'. The working class of the world have nocountry, we have only our 
international solidarity to sustain us in the face of a global capitalist onslaught, aided 
and abetted by 'our leaders' in government in States all over the world. 
Effectiveorganisation, now and for the future must therefore be international. 



In place of capitalism we promote the free association of all productive forces based 
upon cooperative labour with the sole purpose of satisfying the necessary 
requirements of every member of society. In sharp opposition to the State's pre- 
emption of societal functions of coordination, we advancethe fundamental notion of 
confederation, in which communities in variousregions can freely unite by means of 
recallable delegates. We desire a federation of free communities which shall be bound 
to one another by their common economic and social interests and shall arrange their 
own affairs by mutual agreement. 

We can on the basis of organisation from the bottom upwards, ensure that theneeds of 
society will be met "From each according to their means to each according to their 
needs". This will assure all will be fed, clothed andhoused as normal social practice. 

It gives practical realisation to our desire for a society free from all coercive 
institutions which stand in the way of the development of a free humanity. 

The late Albert Meltzer summed it up as; 

"Workers control of production, community control from below, no government 
social revolutionary transformation of society from the bottom up - in our 
communities and our workplaces. From the grassroots. 

Statement on the North 


" The Anarchist Federation Ireland and the Anarcho-Syndicalist Federation oppose 
the communal and sectarian politics of Northern Ireland with the struggle for 
freedom and libertarian communism. The communal politics of the north which 
identifies the advance of one community as being at the expense of the other 
continues to destroy 
working class communities. 

The Belfast agreement was supposed to remove the gun from Northern Irish politics. 
But has this happened? The murder this year of postal worker, Danny McColgan, and 
the increasing threat paramilitaries pose to the workforce in the north would seem to 
suggest otherwise.While the days of the sectarian one party Unionist state may well 
have ended with the imposition of the equally oppressive period of direct rule, a new 
form of sectarian 'agreement' has been worked out by our supposed 'representatives' 
in Stormont. It was always the case that this agreement was about copper fastening 
sectarianism -it could be about nothing else. Sectarianism, in fact, has not been 
eroded. It's enjoying a profile now that it hasn't enjoyed since the early 70's, and to 
which the Holy Cross dispute is only one of the more extreme examples. We are 
opposed to all forms of sectarianism, institutional and otherwise. 

Those working class communities which are worst affected by sectarianism have 
more in common across the sectarian divide than they have dividing them. The 
politicians and Catholic and Protestant middle classes may have benefited from some 
sort of 'peace dividend - working class communities, particularly those on interfaces, 
have not. We only need to look at the ongoing violence in North and East Belfast to 
understand how the working class is as polarised as ever, preyed upon by paramilitary 
gangsters on both sides. 



We need to engage in common struggle based on class interests and solidarity. 
Nationalism, be it the British nationalism of Loyalism and Unionism, Irish 
nationalism or the Ulster nationalist current evident within Loyalism, divides workers 
and is based on the myth that people in an arbitrarily drawn up nation (be it based on 
an island, region, language, 'culture', or religion, or any combination of these and other 
elements), have common interests which can be represented by the nation state. 
Nationalism is a regressive and divisive force which separates humanity on the basis 
of arbitrary national boundaries. These boundaries are nothing more than the 'barbed 
wire' which divides us according to particularloyalties and commitments which 
obscure the domination of all oppressed classes by the ruling elites. The nation state is 
in effect the government over the majority, the working class, by the wealthy few. Let 
us not forget -the working class and those who hold power, the bosses and their 
lackeys, have no common interests. 

We are not opposed to genuine cultural expression which when given free expression 
can add to the rich tapestry of life. We are opposed, however, to those manifestations 
of sectarianism which masquerade as culture. 

The facts speak for themselves. Government, no matter in whose name, no matter 
what jurisdiction it acts within, whether United Kingdom, the Irish Republic or 
Northern Ireland, offers no alternative for our class. Our class exists economically as a 
class. We have nothing in common with the wealthy and powerful of the Republic of 
Ireland, Northern Ireland, the United Kingdom or for that matter the rest of the world. 
We must organise economically as a class to pursue our interests as only we can. The 
only unity we aspire towards is class unity in opposition to all bosses and states. 

The Anarcho-Syndicalist Federation and the Anarchist Federation Ireland are united 
in our commitment to the struggle against sectarianism and for a better world. We 
believe that a united working class can build a world, in opposition to global 
capitalism, the state and our sectarian politicians, which is based on need not profit, 
on workers control of their workplaces and communities. A world where we have 
adequate housing, public transport, health care, public services and food because 
workers will be responsible themselves for the running of society. 

To find out more about our position on the north, or national liberation generally, 
contact us at AFI_ASF@yahoocom 



